Animal Farm Discussion Questions
Chapter 6

1. How do the lives of the animals become more difficult in the beginning of this chapter?

2. How does Boxer deal with these new difficulties?

3. How do conditions on the farm under Napoleon’s leadership compare to when Jones was the owner?

4. Who is Mr. Whymper and why does he come to the farm?

5. How does Squealer address the animals’ concerns about engaging in trade with the humans?

6. What change occurs to the living conditions of the pigs?

7. What happens to the Fourth Commandment?

8. How does Squealer answer the animals’ questions concerning the Fourth Commandment?

9. What happens to the windmill?

10. What does Napoleon say happened to the windmill?  Why is he doing this?

Chapter 7

1. How do the animals plan to prevent the second windmill from being destroyed?
2. Besides the work on the windmill, what other hardships do the animals face in Chapter 7?

3. How does Napoleon hope to prevent the outside world from finding out about the food shortages on Animal Farm?

4. What is the cause of concern among the hens?

5. How do the hens react to Napoleon’s news about the eggs?

6. How does Napoleon deal with the Mutiny of the Hens and what are the results?

7. Besides the destruction of the windmill, for what other things is Snowball blamed?

8. What “news” does Squealer reveal about Snowball and the Battle of the Cowshed, and what is Boxer’s reaction?

9. What happens at the assembly of the animals in the yard?

10. What is Clover’s reaction to the violent events?

Chapter 8

1. How does the Sixth Commandment change?

2. What are the titles invented for Napoleon?

3. What happens when Minimus composes the poem “Comrade Napoleon”?

4. What other confessions are made by the animals in this chapter and what are the results?

5. What is the latest information Squealer reveals to the animals about Snowball?

6. What does Napoleon do with the woodpile?

7. How does Frederick cheat Napoleon?

8. What happens in the Battle of the Windmill?

9. Why does Squealer tell the animals that Napoleon is dying?
10. How is the Fifth Commandment changed?

Chapter 9

1. What is Boxer’s ambition after the Battle of the Windmill?

2. How do the animals’ lives become harder after the windmill is blown up?

3. How does Squealer convince them that their lives are better?

4. What is a “Spontaneous Demonstration”?

5. What new information does Squealer reveal about Snowball?

6. What purpose does Moses the raven’s return to the farm serve?

7. How do the pigs react to Moses’ return?

8. What happens to Boxer?  

9. How does Squealer explain the events surrounding Boxer’s removal from the farm and his death?

10. Where do the pigs get the money to buy whiskey for their banquet?

Chapter 10

1. What happens to Mr. Jones?

2. How does the farm prosper in the years after Boxer’s death?

3. What kind of work do the pigs do on the now-prosperous farm?

4. What is the new slogan learned by the sheep and why?
5. What happens to the Seven Commandments?

6. What modern conveniences do the pigs enjoy after they learn to walk on two legs?

7. What observations has Mr. Pilkington made on his tour of Animal Farm?

8. What changes does Napoleon announce at his meeting with the humans?

9. What causes the fight between Napoleon and Pilkington?

10. What happens as the animals look into the farmhouse window, and why is it significant?

Essential Questions

1. Repeatedly, the animals sacrifice themselves in order to complete the windmill, only to see it destroyed time and again. What, if any, symbolic role does the windmill play? How do you account for the pigs' insistence that it be built and re-built?


2. In Chapter 1, Old Major expresses his vision of a society free of human influence and control. Compare and contrast this against what eventually plays out on Manor Farm once the animals have taken over. What, if any, concepts or goals remain the same?
3. What are the various methods that Napoleon and Squealer use to pacify (brainwash) the animals?  Why are the methods so effective?

4. How does the windmill symbolize the pigs’ manipulation of the other animals and their totalitarian hold on the animals? 

5. Why does Orwell make the reader sympathize with all of the animals except the pigs, who are the most intelligent beasts and the closest to humans of any of the animals?

6. How does Animal Farm fit the genre of a “fairy story” ?
