The Tragedy of Macbeth

Notes
Act One

1. What is the atmosphere at the beginning of scene i?

2. What picture do you have of the witches?

3. Find two oxymorons in this scene.

4. In scene ii, what information does King Duncan want from the “bloody man”?
5. According to Malcolm, what has this captain done in battle?

6. Who is one of the men fighting against Duncan?

7. Based on what the Captain says about him, what can we infer about Macbeth?

8. Between what two countries is this war being fought?

9. What news does Ross bring?

10. What does King Duncan order to be done with the Thane of Cawdor and Macbeth?

11. In scene iii, what have the witches been doing?

12. What does this show about them?

13. What do the witches do before Mac enters?
14. In scene iii, what do Macbeth’s opening lines sound like?

15. What does he mean by his words?

16. How does Banquo describe the witches?

17. How do the witches greet Macbeth?  What is odd about it?
18. What do they predict for Banquo?

19. What does Macbeth want to know from the witches?  What do they do?

20. What things are Macbeth and Banquo wondering about?

21. What does Ross tell Macbeth in his first speech?

22. What other news does Ross have for Macbeth?

23. Why is Macbeth still confused at first?

24. When Macbeth says, “The greatest is behind,” what does he mean?

25. Of what does Banquo warn Macbeth?

26. Why do they speak in asides throughout this scene?

27. What is one of the first thoughts to enter Macbeth’s mind, when he considers the possibility of becoming king?
28.  What part of plot is Macbeth experiencing here?  What is it?

29. Find a quote that supports the “Appearances can be deceiving” theme.
30. What new idea comes to Macbeth?

31. What do Macbeth and Banquo decide to do before exiting the scene?

32. In Scene iv, what info does Duncan seek?

33. According to Malcolm, how did Cawdor die?

34. What is ironic about the King’s statement, “He was a gentleman on whom I built an absolute trust”?  What kind of irony is this?

35. What does Duncan tell Macbeth when he enters?

36. What is ironic about Macbeth’s speech to Duncan?
37. What metaphor does Duncan use when talking to Macbeth?

38. What announcement does Duncan make about the future of the crown?

39. What is Macbeth’s state of mind in his aside?
40. How does this scene end?

41. Summarize the contents of the letter that Lady Macbeth is reading.
42. What does Lady Macbeth think about the witches’ predictions?

43. What is her concern about Macbeth, though?

44. What does she plan to do?

45. What news does the messenger bring Lady Macbeth?

46. What does Lady Macbeth ask for in her soliloquy?

47. What does Lady Macbeth advise her husband to do?  What does this support?
48.  How would you characterize Lady Macbeth based on this scene?
49. In Scene vi, how do Duncan and Banquo describe the castle Inverness?  What is weird about this?

50. What ironic thing does Lady Macbeth say to Duncan?

51. What simile does Duncan use to describe Macbeth’s love for his wife?  Why is this significant?

52. According to Macbeth, under what circumstances would he kill Duncan without a second thought?

53. What reasons does Macbeth give for not killing Duncan?

54. According to Macbeth, what is the one thing pushing him to commit murder?

55. When Lady Macbeth enters, what has Macbeth decided to do?
56. What is Lady Macbeth’s argument?

57. What argument does Macbeth make directly afterward?

58. What question does Lady Macbeth ask?  Why is this strange?

59. What is Macbeth afraid of?

60.  Summarize Lady Macbeth’s plan for murder.

61. Lady Macbeth says that there is no way she and her husband could be suspected.  Do you agree, or do you think that they will be suspected?
62. How does Act I end?  What theme is mentioned?

ACT TWO

1. At what time of day does this Act begin?

2. 
Why has Banquo been unable to sleep?


3. 
According to Banquo, how has Duncan felt during his stay at Inverness?


4. Of what did Banquo dream last night?


5. What is the first request Macbeth makes to Banquo?



6. What is the second request he makes to Banquo?

7. How does Banquo respond?



8. What is going on in Macbeth’s soliloquy?

9. What does the dagger begin to do?  What does it have on it?

10. What does Macbeth finally realize?  What happens to the dagger?

11. Pick out the pieces of personification in his soliloquy.

12. What does Macbeth realize he is doing by talking?

13. What change has occurred in Macbeth by the end of the soliloquy?

14. At the beginning of scene ii, what has Lady Macbeth done?

15. What symbol does Lady Macbeth mention that maintains the deathly atmosphere?

16. What does she say about Macbeth?


17. What does Lady Macbeth reveal about her lack of action?   Why did she not kill Duncan?

18. Does this make you think differently about Lady Macbeth?


19. How does Macbeth feel when he enters?


20. What happened after Macbeth had killed Duncan?

21. What new problem or inner conflict does Macbeth seem to be facing?  

22. How are the words “sleep” and “murder” used ambiguously in lines 42-42?  

23. What orders does Lady Macbeth give her husband?

24. Why does Macbeth refuse to do the second thing?


25. What will Lady Macbeth do then and why?

28. What strange thing happens?  Why is it strange?

29. What keeps reminding Macbeth of his deed?


30. Once Lady Macbeth returns, what does she say they need to “clear [them] of the dead”?

31. What does Lady Macbeth tell her husband to do before they answer the door?

32. What does Mac wish before he leaves?  What does it show?

33. When scene iii begins, Shakespeare provides some COMIC RELIEF.  What do you think is the purpose of Comic Relief?

34. What does the porter imagine himself doing as he is opening the gate?  Why is this ironic?


35. Who enters?
Who do they support?   

36. What role do you think Macduff will have in future scenes?

37. What is the dramatic irony here?


38. How does Lennox describe the night he spent?  What motifs does he mention?

39. How is Macbeth’s comment ambiguous?  How does it support the theme?

40. How are images of sleep and death interwoven to support the theme of deceptive appearances?

41. What is ironic about what Macduff says to Lady Macbeth?

42. How are Lady Macbeth’s and Banquo’s reactions to the news of the death different and what do they reveal about each one’s character?

43. What metaphor does Macbeth use to explain to Malcolm and Donalbain that their father is dead?  What two motifs are supported here?

44. According to Lennox, who is responsible for the murder?  


45. What does Macbeth reveal?  What reason does he give?

46. Who seems a little suspicious of Macbeth?


47. Do you think Lady Macbeth’s faint is real?

48. What do you think the two sons will do now?  What do you think they should do?

49. What do Banquo and Macduff believe?


50. Why do Malcolm and Donalbain decide to leave?

51. At the beginning of Scene iv, what does the Old Man say?

52. What unnatural things have happened?  What kind of atmosphere do they create?  What theme do they support?

53. Paraphrase the information that Macduff brings.

54. Why doesn’t Macduff go to Scone for Macbeth’s coronation?

55. Predict what you think is going to happen in the coming acts.

Act Three
1. What does Banquo believe about Macbeth?

2. What does Banquo conclude from Macbeth’s kingship?
3. What does Macbeth want to know about Banquo?

4. What information has Macbeth learned?

5. 
What does Macbeth mean in his first line “To be thus is nothing, but to be safely thus”?


6.
Who does Macbeth fear and why?


7.
How are Macbeth and Banquo different?
8.
Who enters the scene?


9.
What is the first tactic that Macbeth employs to convince the murderers to kill 
              Banquo?

10.
What is his next tactic?  What is ironic about it?



11.
Why do the murderers have this job?

12.
Why can’t Macbeth simply order Banquo’s execution?  Do you believe him?



13.
What are Macbeth’s final orders?



14.
What are some similarities/differences in Macbeth’s character since ACTs I & II?

15.
Has gaining the throne brought Macbeth and Lady Macbeth the happiness they 

expected?


16.
What does Lady Macbeth tell Macbeth when she enters?

17.
Is Lady Macbeth behaving the same way she has in previous acts?  
18.
What has been happening to both Macbeth and his wife?

19.
What theme is again mentioned by Lady Macbeth?

20.
What does Macbeth tell Lady Macbeth to do? 

21.
How has their relationship changed?

22.
What motif is used to create atmosphere?

23.
How does Shakespeare establish mood of scene iii in the stage directions?



24.
Why has the third murderer most likely been sent?

25.
What do Banquo’s final words show about his character?


26.
How will Macbeth react when he learns that Fleance has escaped?  What conflicts 

might this cause?
27.
What is going on at the beginning of scene iv?
28.
Before Macbeth sits, who does he see?  What info does he want from him?

29.
How does Macbeth feel at the news of Fleance’s escape?


30.
For what does Lady Macbeth scold her husband?

56. Who enters and where does he sit?


57. What does this symbolize? 

58. What is ironic about Macbeth’s comments?

59. How does Macbeth behave when he sees the ghost?

60. What does Lady Macbeth advise their guests to do?



61. What things does Lady Macbeth say to her husband?

62. Why does Banquo’s ghost so bother Macbeth?

63. Is the ghost real or Macbeth’s mental deterioration?
64. What does Macbeth notice about his own behavior (108-9)?
65. What do you notice about Lady Macbeth’s behavior and treatment of her husband?



66. What order does Lady Macbeth give?



67. What motif does Macbeth bring up?  What is he getting at?


68. Lady Macbeth brings in a new theme in lines 128-129.  What is it?
69. Who has failed to show up to the feast?


70. Where is Macbeth planning to go?



71. What exactly does Macbeth mean in lines 136-141?



72. What conclusion does he make about himself?



73. Where does scene v take place?


74. What is the atmosphere?


75. Who is Hecate?



76. Why is Hecate angry with the witches?


77. What is Hecate’s plan?


78. What does Hecate predict for Macbeth?



79. In Scene vi, whom does Lennox blame for Banquo’s death and why?

80. What does he seem to believe about Macbeth and his actions?  Is there more going on here?

81. What does Lennox expect Macbeth to do about Macduff?


82. What info does the lord give?

83. Discuss how Banquo is a foil to Macbeth.
Act Four
1. What mood is established at the beginning of scene I?  How?

2.
What “time” is it?


3.
What kind of things do the witches throw into the cauldron?


4.
What does the second witch say about Macbeth before he arrives?



5.
What does Macbeth order the witches to do? Is this an example of good kingly 

qualities?
6.
What appears?  Whom does it represent?



7.
What message does the first apparition bring?

8.
What does Macbeth then reveal?


9. What is the second apparition and what is its message?



10.
How does Macbeth react?



11.
What is the third apparition?



12.
What is the third prophecy? 



13.
Why is Macbeth pleased with these prophecies?


14.
What last piece of info does Macbeth seek?



15.
What then appears?


16.
What does the mirror represent?

17.
What does this prophecy reveal?



18.
How does Macbeth respond when the witches vanish?


19.
What news does Lennox bring to Macbeth?


20.
What does Macbeth say he is going to do from now on?


21.
What is Macbeth’s plan?


22.
In Scene ii, to whom is Lady Macduff referring in her opening lines?



23.
Why would Macduff go to England?


24.
What argument does she make against his flight?


25.
What is the mood in Fife?



26. What does Lady Macduff mean in line 27?

27. What is odd about Lady Macduff’s conversation with her son?  What does it reveal about the son?


28. What is the purpose of this scene?  
29.
What info does the messenger bring?


30.
What is Lady Macduff’s reaction?


31.
Compare Lady Macduff to Lady Macbeth?


32. In what ways do these murders represent a new phase in Macbeth’s moral deterioration?

33.
In scene iv, why has Macduff come to England?


34.
Why is his statement ironic?


35. What suspicion does Malcolm have of Macduff?  Is it a wise one?

36.
What theme does Malcolm bring up?


37.
Why does Macolm say he is suspicious of Macduff?

38.
What does Malcolm say about his country?


39.
Why is Malcolm hesitant to attack?


40.
What are some of the things that Malcolm accuses Macbeth of being?  Which one is 

pure opinion?



41. Malcolm claims that he is so lustful and greedy that Macbeth is still a better king

42.
What does Macduff say in response?

 

43.
How does Macduff begin to feel after all of Malcolm’s self-bashing?


45.
What is Malcolm’s plan?


46.
How do you suspect Ross looks as he enters?


47.
What impression does Ross give of Scotland?

48.
What is Ross doing in lines 176-188?


49.
What does he say about Macduff’s being in England?


50.
How does Macduff initially react to the news?


51.
What metaphor does Malcolm make?


52.
What do you think Macduff means when he says “he has no children”?

53.
What does Malcolm suggest Macduff do now?

Act Five

1. What has Lady Macbeth been doing?

2. According to the Gentlewoman, what else has she been doing at night?

3. What must Lady Macbeth have by her at all times?  Why is this ironic?

4. What does the Doctor witness Lady Macbeth doing?

5. What things does Lady Macbeth say?

6. What is ironic about Lady Macbeth’s behavior?

7. What do you make of Lady Macbeth’s behavior?

8. What does the Doctor think she needs?

9. In scene ii, where does Angus say they will meet with Malcolm and Macduff?  
  Where have we seen this place mentioned before?

10. What does Caithness say about Macbeth?

11. According to Angus, why do Macbeth’s soldiers fight for him?

12. What metaphor does Caithness use to describe Malcolm?

13. In scene iii, how does Macbeth feel about his men deserting him?

14. When Macbeth is alone, what does he realize about his life?

15. In what way do we see a bit of the “old” Macbeth?

16. What does the Doctor say about his patient?
17. What does Macbeth want from the Doctor?  How does he then contradict 
   himself?

18. How can you characterize Macbeth at the end of the scene?

19. Where does scene iv take place?

20. What doe Malcolm tell the soldiers to do?  Why?

21. At the beginning of scene v, according to Macbeth, why can’t he win the 
   war?

22. What does Macbeth hear?  What does Macbeth notice about his reaction to 
   the noise?

23. What news does Seyton bring?

24. How does Macbeth react?  What do you think of his reaction?

25. What does Macbeth say about life?

26. What news does the Messenger bring?

27. What is Macbeth starting to realize?

28. What is his attitude at the end of the scene?

29. How do you feel about Macbeth at this point?

30. What is the purpose of scene vi?

31. When scene vii begins, why does Macbeth continue to fight?  Why is this 
   ironic?

32. What does Macduff say to Macbeth (who is now offstage)?

33. What news does Siward bring?

34. What allusion does Macbeth make at the beginning of scene viii?

35. When Macbeth is first confronted by Macduff, why doesn’t he want to face 
   Macduff?

36. Why does Macbeth tell Macduff to surrender?  What is Macduff’s reply?

37. What does the information ultimately reveal?

38. Why does Macduff want to treat Macbeth as a “sideshow freak”?

39. What does this threat do to Macbeth?

40. What is the end result?

41. What does Siward mean when he says, “Some must go off; and yet, by 
   these I see,/So great a day as this is cheaply bought”? 

42. What does Ross reveal to Siward?  How does Siward respond?  What does 
   this reveal about the time period?

43. How does Macduff reenter the scene?  Is this at all symbolic?

44. To whom does he speak and how does he address him?

45. What does Malcolm’s final speech reveal about his character?  Explain.

