The Tragedy of Macbeth Final Essay Topics

Choose one of the following essay topics and compose a thoughtful essay in response.  Your essay should be complete, well-written, and free of errors.  If you need assistance, I will be available to stay after school to help you.

1. Analyze two to three important changes in either Macbeth or Lady Macbeth and why each change is significant to the overall plot and how each change affects other characters or events in the story.
2. Compare and contrast Macbeth to Macduff or Banquo.  How are they alike? How are they different? Is it possible to define them morally, to argue that Macbeth is the play's villain and Macduff or Banquo its hero, or is the matter more complicated than that?

3. Choose two or three of the deaths and analyze how each one is important to the plot.  Consider how and why each death occurs, what the deaths reveal about the characters, and how the deaths affect characters or events in the story.
4. Choose two or three motifs and analyze their significance in the play.  Consider how Shakespeare uses the motifs to discuss themes, how each motif affects characters or events in the story, and how the motifs affect the readers.
5. In his struggle to gain and hold the crown of Scotland, Macbeth is driven from one foul deed to another.  Analyze two or three of the most significant deeds and their effects.  Consider any changes Macbeth experiences with each deed and how his deeds affect others.
6. Discuss whether Macbeth is a pawn of Fate or an agent of free will.  In other words, analyze who is to blame for Macbeth’s downfall.  Is it completely his fault or are there other factors, such as his wife or the three witches?

7. Discuss one of the themes that Shakespeare explores in this play and analyze its significance in the overall plot of the play. 
